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SERVICE COOPERATIVES AS 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT VENTURES

              SIDE                                           
          EVENT                                           

1 October 2021
Friday

14:30-15:30
60 min

PARTNER
Urban.koop

Facilitator
Batuhan Akkaya Co-Founder, Urban.koop
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SUMMARY

Co-production (co-production, co-act), which has a key role in the 

development of cities, means that structures other than a public institution 

create resources in the production of public service by participating in the 

process. Cooperatives are structures that have an important function and 

role in the co-production process, both in terms of the service production 

process and in terms of the distribution of income from the service. Service 

cooperatives for sustainable urban development have the potential to pro-

duce and design services such as urban management consultancy, design 

and planning services, curation of community participation programs, etc. 

These areas are among the areas where human resources are most need-

ed by developing city governments. In this session, the question of "What 

should be the structure of service cooperatives for urban development?" 

was discussed while cooperatives operating in the field of urban practices 

shared their experiences with local governments. In the second half of the 

session, local governments and service cooperatives came together and 

developed an idea on a common service delivery model.
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EQUALITY IN THE CITY

              SIDE                                           
          EVENT                                           

2 October 2021
Saturday

14:30-15:30
60 min

PARTNERS
Boğaziçi University

Marmara University 
Istinye University

Speakers
Pınar Gökçin Özuyar Assist Prof., Director, International Center on 

Sustainability IRCOS, Istinye University

Tamer Atabarut Assist Prof., Director, Lifelong Learning Center and UN SDSN 

Turkey, Boğaziçi University

Refika Bakaoğlu Prof., Advisory Board Member, Istanbul International Center 

for Private Sector in Development, Business Administration, Head of the 

Department of Sustainable Growth and Quality, Marmara University
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SUMMARY

The issue of equality in the city covers a wide range of areas; from 

gender equality to social rights, from equality in creating opportunities to 

equality between and within age groups, from green and public space to 

transportation, from urban transformation to equality between and within 

institutions, and from equality in health to equality in climate change ad-

aptation. Many studies on equality are carried out in different fields within 

the scope of the UN Sustainable Development Goals. A holistic approach 

is needed in the education and research studies carried out by universities 

in this field. In the event, which was held with the contributions of Istinye 

University, Boğaziçi University, and Marmara University, which cooperate on 

the responsibilities of universities, the issue of equality and the studies car-

ried out in partnership with local governments and NGOs on this subject 

were examined.
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YOUNG SPIRIT OF RENEWAL

              SIDE                                           
          EVENT                                           

2 October 2021
Saturday

16:00-17:00
60 min 

PARTNER
AnkaraAks

Speakers
Cemre Gökpınar Founder of AnkaraAks, General Coordinator
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SUMMARY

Ankara Aks is a social initiative that brings together university com-

munities operating in the fields of culture, art, architecture, and design in 

Ankara under a single roof and it works for the development of the city. 

Starting with the idea that there is a need for a new order and new hab-

its in harmony with nature in the face of the current global crises and the 

limited resources, Ankara Aks has created a three-stage plan referred to 

as "Past-Present-Future" with the participation of students studying in the 

disciplines of design, art, architecture, and urban planning. As a result of a 

series of activities carried out in line with this plan, a new discourse called 

"Innovation Manifesto" was created. In the event carried out within the 

framework of the Innovation Manifesto, whose purpose is defined as think-

ing about the past, shaping the present, and preserving nature and culture 

for the future, participants working in the fields of culture, art, design, and 

architecture came together. The event was a platform for diverse and inter-

disciplinary discussion about reducing consumerism, inclusive designs, and 

building a future integrated with nature.



381# M A R U F 2 1

ROLE OF RELATIONSHIPS 
AND TRUST-BUILDING IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND 
PROTECTION

              SIDE                                           
          EVENT                                           

3 October 2021
Sunday

16:15-17:45
90 min

PARTNER
Ohio State 
University

Speakers
Melinda McClimans Assistant Director, Middle East Studies Center, Ohio 

State University

Rebecca L. Gianotti Dr., Global Water Institute, Ohio State University

Malini Srikrishna Co-Founder & Chief People Officer, Milan Global

Ulaş Akın Dr., Founding Partner, Urban EkoSystems Lab

Charles J. Vörösmarty, Dr., Professor of Civil Engineering, The City College of 

New York
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SUMMARY

Studies based on environmental justice and protection necessitate 

collaborating with a broad ecosystem of stakeholders that include many 

actors and local communities in the fields of local and national govern-

ments, non-governmental organizations, the private sector, and academia. 

Therefore, in order to build strong partnerships required by the studies car-

ried out in this field, a multi-layered communication process and egalitarian 

relations built on the basis of trust and dialogue with all stakeholders are 

needed. Within the scope of MARUF21, the networking event organized in 

cooperation with The Ohio State University Middle East Studies Center and 

the Global Water Institute, was carried out under the guidance of facilita-

tors specialized in the field of environmental justice and water studies, and 

information and experiences about managing processes based on mutual 

trust and interaction with stakeholders cooperating in environmental jus-

tice studies were shared.

Aiming to provide a roadmap for participants working on environ-

mental justice in different geographies, experts who have worked on water 

access with rural communities in Africa for a long time shared their experi-
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ences in building strong partnerships and building mutual trust while working 

with local communities. It was stated that trust-building was possible through 

healthy and effective dialogues, and it was explained that the distrust prob-

lems experienced by the local people were mostly caused by unfulfilled promis-

es. Therefore, when working with local communities, a holistic approach should 

be built in which an effective dialogue is ensured as well as a follow-up of the 

work being carried out. At the same time, the importance of keeping mutual 

learning channels open in projects carried out in rural areas and acting under 

the guidance of local knowledge were among the highlighted issues.

Another focus of the event was the key points to involve stakeholders 

from a wide range of different fields such as local and national government, 

academia, civil society, and the private sector. Concrete examples of the trans-

formative role of strong stakeholder relations were presented in the interac-

tive event, which was carried out in company with the experiences of experts, 

based on water access and food safety studies carried out with communities 

living in different parts of the world.
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PROPOSED SOLUTIONS

1. Experts should seek to establish partner-

ships with the community, and local and 

national governments on projects concern-

ing environmental justice, environmental 

protection, and access to water.

2. More holistic thinking should be ensured 

in environmental justice and environmental 

protection projects. 

3. In order to form a team and to know the 

connections of the work done in different 

fields, it is necessary to have the correct 

mental structure.

4. High-level dialogues should be estab-

lished in order to establish trustworthy 

relationships. Stakeholders should know 

their limits well and clearly define what they 

want to achieve.

5. While progressing in the project work, 

technological developments, accessibility 

issues, and communication process should 

be taken into consideration and people's 

expectations should be listened to make 

correct decisions.

6. Stakeholders should be better known and 

every promise made in dialogues among 

stakeholders should be kept.

7. One should always be aware of the histor-

ical and current balance of power. 

8. Trust of the local public must be gained 

by showing them that the works they are 

promised are being done. 

9. In interdisciplinary project implementa-

tions (such as the global water system pro-

ject, and the carbon project), stakeholders 

should receive training before starting the 

project and the media should be included in 

the process.

10. Good governance should be ensured 

and decision-making mechanisms should 

work together in project follow-up, monitor-

ing, or creating solutions to problems.

11. As mentioned in Sustainable Develop-

ment Goal 6, it should be ensured that the 

water supply is sustainable and equitable 

and universal water security should be es-

tablished.



384 TO P I C S  &  P R O P O S E D  S O L U T I O N S

TRANSFORMATION OF PUBLIC 
SPACES IN THE ERA OF POST-
GLOBALIZATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
ON USER BEHAVIOR

              SIDE                                           
          EVENT                                           

3 October 2021
Sunday

10:00-11:00
60 min 

PARTNER
Fenerbahçe 

University

Moderator
Şen Yüksel Assoc. Prof., Architect, Beykent University

Speakers
Feride Önal Prof., Architect, Fenerbahçe University 

Ali Kılıç Dr. Lecturer, Urban Planner, Yıldız Technical University

Osman Ağa Önal Psychiatrist, Kadıköy Municipality 
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SUMMARY

The relationship between humans and the environment is shaped 

by the interaction of many cultural, physical, and perceptual variables. As a 

place of living together, communication and interaction between differenc-

es, cities are a meeting place that undertakes many social functions, espe-

cially the function of creating a common identity shaped by an awareness of 

urban ownership. In line with this definition, the public spaces of the city ap-

pear as the basic elements of urban life because they contain political, cul-

tural, and social diversity, establish connections between the past, present, 

and future, and create public culture. The dynamics inherent in globalization, 

which deeply affects all societies politically and socially, have brought many 

transformations in cities and public spaces. In the session where the qual-

itative and quantitative effects of political and economic changes on the 

use of public space were analyzed, the semantic and physical changes of 

the phenomenon of public space in Turkey were discussed and the transfor-

mation of the relationship between urban and public space was examined.

The 1980s emerged as a threshold where the understanding of pub-

lic space, public utility, and the value of public space in Turkey was large-

ly changed. The spatial reflections of the political and economic dynamics 
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that changed under the influence of globalization and capitalism manifested 

themselves in transformations such as the change in the quality of public build-

ings, the privatization of public property, and the allocation of coasts to private 

use after 1980. In the session where the understanding before and after the 

1980s was compared, the actors involved in this transformation process and 

the legal instruments used were discussed. The importance of public proper-

ty for urban health was emphasized and how the practices that harmed the 

quality of public interest changed the face of the cities after the 1980s was 

explained. Discussions in the session showed that privatization processes dis-

rupted the balance between urban areas and public spaces, and the accessi-

bility and inclusiveness of these areas decreased with the commercialization 

of public spaces.

In the session, the issue of inclusiveness and accessibility was examined 

through older people and disabled individuals living in the city, and a detailed 

framework was drawn on the design of public spaces that protect the public 

interest and provide accessibility to vulnerable groups. The destructive effect 

of public spaces, which are gradually changing, restricted, and unable to pro-

vide a healthy urban experience, on the relationship between the individual 

and the urban space was explained and the subject of spatial estrangement 

was examined in line with the psychological effects that can reach the level 

of phobia. Although public spaces have a very strong effect on the emotions 

and behaviors of individuals, they can cause problems up to the extent of ago-

raphobia at the clinical level if they do not provide a healthy experience. In the 

session, the psychological effects of the public space and the individual's sense 

of belonging to the space were discussed extensively and design solutions for 

age-friendly public spaces were presented. 
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PROPOSED SOLUTIONS

1. In order for the cities to be usable by 

everyone, three main topics should be con-

sidered.

a. Avenues and streets: The dimensions of 

the signs should be visible to older people 

or wheelchair users. It is important that the 

pedestrian crossing design on the streets 

does not lead to a high pavement. Ramps 

must be built alongside stairs. Lighting is 

also an important issue for individuals with 

reduced vision. 

b. Squares and parks: Seatings, rest areas, 

and walking areas should be designed with 

an emphasis on appearance. Facilities that 

offer opportunities for doing sports and 

exercising, eating, drinking, and shopping 

need to be increased. Attention should be 

paid to floor coverings in terms of ease of 

use and appearance.

c. Spaces between buildings: The paces 

between buildings should encourage going 

out. There should be sitting, resting, socializ-

ing, walking, and exercising areas and these 

spaces should be available for everyone.

2. The physical environment should be de-

signed with minority groups in mind.

3. Attention should be paid to issues such as 

home conditions being suitable for physical 

and psychological needs, transportation 

facilities operating every hour without 

problems, creating suitable conditions in 

outdoor spaces such as sidewalks, green 

areas, and pedestrian crossings, informing 

the public about events in order to encour-

age social participation, being respected in 

society, being included in society, creating 

part-time or full-time, professional or volun-

tary working environments for participation 

in working life, providing easy access to all 

kinds of information, providing solutions 

in homes or institutions about community 

support and health services.

4. Public spaces should be used in accord-

ance with the laws and regulations and 

supervised.

5. Precautions should be taken to prevent 

dangerous modifications to private prop-

erty.

6. Supervision of the public availability of 

the coastline should be introduced.

7. There should be a dynamic interaction 

between the user and the space in order 

for the public spaces to be adopted by their 

users.

8. The users of a public space should act as 

its supervisors and gender discrimination in 

public spaces should be prevented.
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YOUNDTABLE

                ROUND          
                    TABLE       

1 October 2021
Friday

19:00-19:45
45 min

                ROUND          
                    TABLE       

2 October 2021
Saturday

19:00-19:45
45 min

Moderator

Itır Akdoğan Dr., Research Director, TESEV

Speakers

Rümeysanur Erikli Doğan Marmara University, Student (PhD)

Gizem Seyhan Istanbul Technical University, Student (MA)

Elif Yavuz Fatih Sultan Mehmet Vakif University, Student (MA) - Yeditepe 

Publishing, Editor

Mehmet Avcı Mezitli Municipality, Geomatic Engineer

Zeynep Elif Demirel Marmara University, Student (BA)

Hatice Nur Gümüş Yildiz Technical University, Student (MA)

Gökçe Küçük Izmir Institute of Technology, Student (MA)

Berkay Çakır Cankaya University, Student (BA)

Sena Türe Middle East Technical University, Student (MA)

Muhammad İrfan Akdeniz University, Student (MA)

Muntasyir Al Wafi Yildiz Technical University, Student (MA)

Maaz Ahmed Yildiz Technical University, Student (MA)

Facilitator

Özge Sivrikaya Sustainable Development Goals Ambassador, Marmara 

Municipalities Union

Moderator

Alim Arlı Assoc. Prof., Humanities and Social Sciences, Istanbul Technical 

University

Speakers

Rümeysanur Erikli Doğan Marmara University, Student (PhD)

Mehmet Avcı Mezitli Municipality, Geomatic Engineer

Zeynep Elif Demirel Marmara University, Student (BA)

Hatice Nur Gümüş Yildiz Technical University, Student (MA)

Esra Çelikoğlu 

Gökçe Küçük Izmir Institute of Technology, Student (MA)
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                ROUND          
                    TABLE       

3 October 2021
Sunday

18:00-18:45
45 min
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Berkay Çakır Cankaya University, Student (BA)

Mohamman Romadhon Mubarok Necmettin Erbakan University, Student 

(BA)

Muhammad İrfan Akdeniz University, Student (MA)

Şevval Aksoy

Sena Seçi Süleyman Demirel University, Student (BA)

Maaz Ahmed Yildiz Technical University, Student (MA)

Hande Nur İpek Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality, Specialist(SUMP)

Betül Soysal TUSIAD, Assistant Specialist

Facilitator

M. Selim Pulcu Training and Projects Expert, Marmara Municipalities Union

Moderator

M. Cemil Arslan Dr., Secretary General, Marmara Municipalities Union

Speakers

Rümeysanur Erikli Doğan Marmara University, Student (PhD)

Zeynep Elif Demirel Marmara University, Student (BA)

Hatice Nur Gümüş Yildiz Technical University, Student (MA)

Esra Çelikoğlu 

Gökçe Küçük Izmir Institute of Technology, Student (MA)

Berkay Çakır Cankaya University, Student (BA)

Sena Türe Middle East Technical University, Student (MA)

Şevval Aksoy

Maaz Ahmed Yildiz Technical University, Student (MA)

Betül Soysal TUSIAD, Assistant Specialist

Mehmet Avcı Mezitli Municipality, Geomatic Engineer

Melike Güngörür Istanbul Technical University, Student (BA)

Facilitators

Özge Sivrikaya Sustainable Development Goals Ambassador, Marmara 

Municipalities Union

M. Selim Pulcu Training and Projects Expert, Marmara Municipalities Union
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SUMMARY

In line with its conceptual framework that focuses on the participation 

of all stakeholders of the city, MARUF21 organized three YoundTable sessions 

with the aim of making the ideas of young people visible in the solution of is-

sues related to the city and the region. The sessions held at the end of each 

day of the forum brought together young people who are interested in urban 

issues in a round table format. After following the sessions throughout the day, 

the speakers evaluated the sessions and discussed in detail what they thought 

were the most interesting points and why, how inclusive the content of the 

sessions were for the youth, and the points they thought should be different.

The participants evaluated the areas that were interesting to them 

mostly in terms of the diversity of the events organized throughout the forum, 

the richness of the topics, and speaker profiles. In addition, the fact that the 

topics covered in the sessions were examined on both a global and local scale 

and that they promoted an inclusive understanding of all groups in the soci-

ety were among the highlights of the forum for young people. Another relat-

ed point emphasized by the speakers was that bringing together experts and 

making these experts accessible was very helpful in answering any questions 

they needed for their research and dissertations.

In the discussion about the inclusiveness of youth in the city, the partic-

ipants stated that the sessions directly related to youth were satisfactory in 

the context of inclusiveness; however, they also shared their criticism that they 

were not considered as stakeholders in sessions focusing on different topics. In 

addition, the participants commented that the language used to refer to young 

people in the sessions should be changed; instead of being expressed as the 

future of society, they demanded to be considered as an active subject that is 

the present in cities and societies.

Lastly,  what they preferred to be different, the fact that the speakers 

were predominantly academics was criticized. It was emphasized that there 

should be more speakers from NGOs and different sectors and that a sectoral 

balance was important. The balance of gender and geography was another 

issue on which similar criticisms and suggestions were made. The participants 

stated that there could have been more speakers from the Asian and African 

continents and made suggestions for a balanced geographical representation 

for the coming years. In addition, it was stated that MARUF should adopt a 
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structure that allows more interaction and includes effective tools that will 

enable networking between different actors. The fact that the sessions were 

predominantly focused on today's issues was another feature that the par-

ticipants believed could have been different. Demands were made regarding 

sessions and activities focusing on future scenarios in the next MARUF.

PROPOSED SOLUTIONS

1. In order to increase the inclusiveness of 

young people at MARUF, young people can 

also be considered social stakeholders in 

sessions that are not directly related to 

youth.

2. Young people should not be treated as 

individuals living outside society in sessions 

where they will be included as speakers.

3. In all social and spatial studies and 

practices, young people should be directly 

integrated into the processes rather than 

treated separately.

4. Speakers from NGOs and other sectors 

should be included more among MARUF 

speakers in order to ensure homogeneity.

5. As an international urban forum, MARUF 

should include more speakers from the 

Asian and African regions in order to better 

represent these continents.

6. In the next forum of MARUF21, different 

effective networking tools used in online 

events can be used to increase interactions 

and achieve a stronger interaction momen-

tum.

7. Although the MARUF21 sessions are main-

ly about today's issues, future scenarios 

should also be included in the discussions.

8. Practices such as PhD Showcase that 

involve and guide young people can also be 

carried out for graduate students.





CLOSING SESSION
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CLOSING SESSION

      SESSION                         
3 October 2021

Sunday
18:45-20:00

75 min
 

Moderator
M. Cemil Arslan Dr., Secretary General, Marmara Municipalities Union

Speakers
Tahir Büyükakın Assoc. Prof., President, Marmara Municipalities Union & 

Mayor, Kocaeli Metropolitan Municipality

Aslı Ceylan Öner Assoc. Prof., Architecture, Izmir University of Economics

Alim Arlı Assoc. Prof., Humanities and Social Sciences, Istanbul Technical 

University

Itır Akdoğan Dr., Research Director, TESEV

Tarkan Oktay Prof., Political Science and Public Administration, Istanbul 

Medeniyet University

Ezgi Küçük Çalışkan Urban Planning Coordinator & Urban Policy Center 

Director, Marmara Municipalities Union 

Burcuhan Şener International Cooperation Coordinator & Migration Policy 

Center Director, Marmara Municipalities Union

Görsev Argın Director of Training and Projects, Marmara Municipalities Union
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SUMMARY

The main framework of the closing session of MARUF21 consisted 

of questions about the public interest produced by the forum and the con-

crete contributions of the outputs of the forum to local governments. In this 

session, MARUF coordinators and MARUF21 executive committee members 

made a holistic evaluation by including the preparation process of the forum 

and shared their suggestions for the content and form of future forums.

In MARUF21, the themes were not separated by clear boundaries, but 

the forum was held within the framework of 111 topics based on fair livability 

and in the light of six intersecting main axes. These axes are healthy, inclu-

sive, sustainable, resilient, creative, and innovative cities. Providing a basis 

for the production of policies that will cover all users of the city has been the 

main motivation of the forum. The fact that MARUF21 was held online due to 

the pandemic conditions made its capacity more comprehensive and more 
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focused, while making it possible to organize partial studies and side events 

before the forum. In addition to containing a rich diversity of topics, the forum 

has also been the basis for a remarkable agenda on a global, national, local, 

and regional scale. 

MARUF is an effort and sharing platform to bring together all the stake-

holders of the city, establish networks between different actors and make 

good practices widely known. Within the scope of the forum, which is not limit-

ed to only three days, apart from the sessions, a certificate program, four work-

shops, an ideathon, one serious game, and six trainings were organized with the 

participation of more than 500 speakers throughout the forum. MARUF21 has 

been a rich learning space for both local governments and all stakeholders of 

the city with its vision-oriented training programs designed with many national 

and international collaborations on migration, nature-based solutions for local 

governments, playmaking for children, air quality, public life, climate change, 

reporting, and bicycle transportation. Being a dynamic, multi-voiced, and diver-

sity-oriented learning space, it is a starting step towards transforming the cit-

ies facing many areas of struggle by the COVID-19 pandemic into more livable, 

resilient, and sustainable spaces.

As a process that prioritizes the flow of information between local 

governments and emphasizes the concept of "governance" during the forum, 

MARUF21 has laid the groundwork for the renewal and enrichment of the urban 

agenda in Turkey and the increase of cooperation and exchange of ideas on an 

international scale. The most important feature that makes MARUF unique and 

qualified is that it has been designed by considering interdisciplinary and in-

ter-scale production. In this forum, where both local and regional issues are dis-

cussed in-depth, MARUF's characteristic feature is that it prioritizes solutions 

by analyzing the current situation in-depth instead of focusing on problems.

Just the fact that we are broadcasting 
this session is a very good example of 

transparency for all public institutions.

Itır Akdoğan
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Tarkan Oktay

Aslı Ceylan ÖnerAlim Arlı

Itır Akdoğan
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PROPOSED SOLUTIONS

1. Since MARUF presents a rare model for 

bringing different disciplines together, the 

existing concept, which is not separated 

by clear boundaries within the scope of the 

forum, and is built around axes and labels, 

should be preserved and continued.

2. The perception adopted on the content 

richness of the forum should be strength-

ened and continued.

3. While enhancing the richness of activity, 

importance should be given to the diversifi-

cation of the participant typology. 

  a. In the coming years, residents could also 

join MARUF. Implementation studies on this 

issue can be started by including the city 

residents of Istanbul.

4. Matching between the Sustainable De-

velopment Goals and the activities included 

in MARUF should be developed and contin-

ued in future forums.

5. In the coming years, studies in the field 

of data management and urban statistics 

should be further enriched and the effects 

of this information in practice should be 

made visible by carrying out processes that 

will ensure project production in this field.

6. The scope of MARUF on the GO should 

be enriched and maintained, and themat-

ic studies should be included in the next 

MARUF on the Go.

7. Efforts should be made to strengthen 

MARUF's representation in the international 

arena.

8. Within the scope of MARUF, more ses-

sions should be organized asking questions 

about current problems.

9. The most important way to make 

MARUF21's concept, which does not consist 

of mere sessions and allows events in differ-

ent formats, to be even more effective will 

be to involve city residents in the post-forum 

process.

10. Sessions should be enriched with the 

participation of experts who will contribute 

to the current issue at an intellectual level 

by taking it out of the technical framework 

and approaching the issues from a supra-

disciplinary perspective.

11. Sessions that can address the restructur-

ing on a global scale in all its dimensions and 

bring criticism to the current system should 

be included in MARUF.

In making cities resilient 
and sustainable, 

it is necessary to 
take a participatory, 

democratic, and creative 
stance. MARUF21 played 

a very valuable role 
in the participation of 

the new generation.

Aslı Ceylan Öner
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12. Sessions with the participation of speak-

ers from many different geographies and 

discussing in-depth issues such as urban 

government and the background of urban 

regimes should be added to MARUF. 

13. Activities such as the PhD Showcase may 

also include graduate students.

14. Emphasis should be placed on the par-

ticipation of young people in MARUF and 

more programs should be planned to sup-

port the participation of young people.

15. In the programs with the participation of 

young people, young people should not be 

considered as "future leaders", or "owners 

of the future", but as "today's partner and 

stakeholders".

16. When MARUF starts to be organized in a 

physical setting, the opportunities offered 

by the online capacity should continue to 

be utilized.

17. MARUF can be organized as a hybrid 

event in the coming years.

18. The outputs obtained from the prepara-

tion process for MARUF, the forum process, 

and the post-MARUF processes, each of 

which has special importance, should be 

transferred to local governments, central 

government, NGOs, city residents, and par-

ticipants.

19. MARUF should not be considered as 

a series of events and sessions that take 

place in a limited time, but as a process that 

creates an impact and appeals to the public 

before and after, and should be designed 

accordingly.

The importance 
of MARUF is that 
it embraces local 

and global agendas 
together, reflects 
the view from the 
local perspective 

and seeks for 
multidimensional and 
humanitarian cities..

Tarkan Oktay

MARUF is a process, 
but the aftermath 

of the event is even 
more important. 

It is necessary to 
carry out follow-up 

activities that will 
make what has been 

achieved here widely 
known by the public.

Alim Arlı
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4.1. STATISTICAL INFORMATION

SPEAKER STATISTICS

Graph 2. Sectoral Distribution of Speakers
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Turkey   366
United Kingdom     23
USA      16
Germany     10
Holland      10
France        8
Belgium        7
Spain        6
India        5
Italy        5
Australia       4
Austria        4
Sweden        4
Japan        4
Canada        4
Lebanon       4
United Arab Emirates      3
Morocco       3
Colombia       3

North Macedonia 3
Lithuania  3
Mexico   3
Portugal  3
Indonesia  2
Palestine  2
South Africa  2
Iran   2
Irland   2
Hungary  2
Malaysia  2
Romania  2
Russia   2
Serbia   2
Bangladesh  1
Brazil   1
China   1
Denmark  1
Ecuador  1

Ethiopia  1
Gambia   1
South Korea  1
Scotland  1
Israel   1
Switzerland  1
Kenya   1
Moldova  1
Norway   1
Poland   1
Singapore  1
Syria   1
Vietnam  1
Greece   1 

United Kingdom     23 Lithuania  3 Gambia   1

Germany     10 Portugal  3 Scotland  1

France        8 Palestine  2 Switzerland  1

Spain        6 Iran   2 Moldova  1

Italy        5 Hungary  2 Poland   1

Austria        4 Romania  2 Syria   1

Japan        4 Serbia   2 Greece   1

Lebanon       4 Brazil   1

Morocco       3 Denmark  1

0 1-3 3-6 6-10 10-17 17-25 25-367

%68

%32

Graph 3. Country Distribution of Speakers
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PARTICIPANT STATISTICS
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Graph 4. Distribution of People Who Followed the Sessions %

Graph 5. Sectoral Distribution of People Who Followed the Sessions %
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4.2. CITIES DEVELOPING SOLUTIONS
MARUF takes its main motto “Cities Developing Solutions” from the idea 

that only cities themselves can overcome the problems they face. The aim of 

MARUF to seek solutions to problems and to produce these solutions together 

is to follow the path taken by urban governors and urban designers, the partic-

ipation of urban residents in urban production, and the strengthening relations 

between cities in the process between the forum's outputs and forums.

More than 1000 solutions have been proposed under MARUF21. Some 

of these proposed solutions are based on general principles, and some of them 

are based on more detailed or specific recommendations. This year, a rapid 

learning flow was ensured regarding the concrete solution proposals of the rel-

evant participants, especially through the trainings in the program. Alternative 

suggestions and assessments of the region have emerged through workshops, 

and special studies such as Play Marmara. 

4.3. DEMOCRATIC FORUM
MARUF tries to create a free, fair, and participative discussion platform 

with its audience of speakers from different professional backgrounds, differ-

ent statuses, and various countries and different working units such as local 

government leaders, academicians, NGOs, and private sector representatives, 

Taking its multi-voiced and multicolored structure from the MMU, where the 

mayors of cities belonging to various political parties and of different scales 

work in cooperation for the present and future of the Marmara Region and the 

Sea of Marmara, MARUF continued this approach before, during, and after the 

forum.  

According to the data (see 4.1.), MARUF21 presented a fair picture in 

terms of female and male speaker balance. The national distribution of speak-

ers also does not show an unbalanced result. In fact, with the opportunity pro-

vided by the online organization of the forum, it was possible to get the contri-

bution of more speakers in terms of both number and country diversity. Thanks 

to the contents enriched by bringing together stakeholders from national and 

international scale and from different sectors, it carried out detailed studies 

taking into account the opinions of experts in order to ensure inclusiveness be-

tween its axes and tried to touch upon almost every issue on the urban scale. 

The side events created by the open call provided a good opportunity to in-
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clude important urban issues and stakeholders that could be overlooked in the 

forum program. MARUF21, which was open to everyone and accessible free of 

charge, provided simultaneous Turkish-English and English-Turkish interpreting 

services in all sessions during online broadcasting. In addition, in some sessions 

where it was required by the session followers, specifically Arabic, Serbian, and 

Romanian interpreting services were provided and sign language support was 

provided in the opening session, keynote speeches, and closing session.

4.4. AUTHENTIC FORUM
MARUF21 has been the scene of six different events with volunteers or 

selected urbanites who fall into certain age ranges and young age categories, 

aiming to receive the active contribution of young people. 

Youth of Marmara (Workshop + Panel): Within the scope of MARUF on 

the Go, young people living in the Marmara Region and making solution-orient-

ed criticisms sensitive to the problems of the region came together under the 

title of "Re-Think, Co-Act" and revealed their feelings about the Marmara Re-

gion through five senses in the workshops. The young people, who carried out 

studies evaluating Marmara's past, present, and future, identified five problems 

and five opportunities related to Marmara. Later, with the surveys conducted 

among the young people, it was revealed how Marmara was understood with 

five senses from the eyes of the young people. In the panel organized during 

the forum, the workshop outputs were opened to the criticism of the partici-

pants.

Marmarathon (Award): “Marmarathon: City for the Wild" carried out in 

cooperation with WWF-Turkey, Zemin Istanbul, Superpool and Kentsel Strateji 

is a competition organized in ideathon format. Within the scope of Marmara-

thon, an open call has been made to reconsider every point where nature and 

the city come into contact, from bird migration routes to ecological bridges, 

from ghost nets in the sea to endemic plants, and to produce creative ideas 

together to support wildlife. Participants from different disciplines worked to-

gether for two days in search of sustainable, resilient, creative, inclusive, inno-

vative, and healthy solutions for wildlife. The ideas that emerged as a result of 

the Marmarathon, which took place online on 28-29 September 2021 within the 

scope of MARUF on the Go, were presented during MARUF21 and evaluated by 

the jury and the first three groups with the highest scores from the jury were 

awarded.
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Mapping the Marmara Region: A Preliminary Biopsy (Workshop + Pan-

el): The workshop, which was held in cooperation with MMU and Aura Istan-

bul within the scope of MARUF on the Go, shed light on the Marmara Region, 

which hosts many actors and where different balances and relationship net-

works are established. The team consisting of 14 young researchers conducted 

field research in the Marmara Region with Eda Yücesoy, Tansel Korkmaz, and 

Sinan Logie. They documented the stress points between human activities and 

natural resources along the ecological corridors surrounding the Marmara Sea 

basin. With this research, new potential strategies for rural and urban devel-

opment have been defined in this critical age of climate crisis and capitalism.

Entrepreneur Day (Award): In Başakşehir Living Lab – Marmara Urban 

Forum Entrepreneur Day 13, it was aimed that entrepreneurs come together 

with investors, mentors, and representatives of institutions and organizations 

in the entrepreneurship ecosystem to present their projects that provide add-

ed value and to provide an environment for developing business relations. Four 

of the 15 young people who were evaluated after presenting their projects in 

front of the jury were awarded within the scope of the competition. 

PhD Showcase (Award): Finalizing the ideas and studies on the Marmara 

Region and the Sea of Marmara, bringing them to our country and the academ-

ic world adds value to the efforts and creates permanent knowledge for future 

generations The PhD Showcase offered an opportunity to consider and dis-

seminate the academic studies carried out in the Marmara Region within the 

scope of MARUF21 and to inspire new studies. In the panel where 21 research-

ers presented their doctoral dissertations in 3 minutes, the presentations were 

evaluated by local and foreign jury members, the majority of whom were acad-

emicians. At the end of the evaluation, 1 researcher was awarded the 1st prize 

and 2 researchers were entitled to receive the bonus award. 

YoundTable (Round table meeting): MARUF set out to be a structure 

that is open to constructive criticism and attaches great importance to ideas 

that add value to its work. In MARUF21, these criticisms were asked to be made 

by young people. In this context, YoundTable has opened MARUF21 to the eval-

uation of young people. During the forum, at the end of each day, the partici-

pating young people came together and asked "What was the most remark-

able part of the sessions?", "Were the sessions inclusive enough for the young 

people?" and "What would you do differently if it were you?" and evaluated the 

forum on the axis of these questions.
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Thus, an organization where young people play an active role and put 

forward their products and ideas was created and they were able to make 

evaluations by watching the forum closely.

When the participant profiles of MARUF21 are examined, it is seen that 

the majority of the participation is made by young people. According to the 

recordings, 47% of MARUF21 participants, whose overall average age is 36, are 

30 years or younger.

4.5. INTERNATIONAL FORUM
Bringing different voices together to discuss the risks and problems 

faced by cities, their solutions, good practices, the current roles of cities in 

global governance mechanisms, and their future projections, MARUF, which 

is a platform that paves the way for the sharing of global and local informa-

tion, has been a very important local diplomacy tool in terms of both trans-

ferring Turkey's experience in the field of urban planning abroad and sharing 

good practice examples from around the world. In line with the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals, more than 500 speakers from 52 countries were hosted 

within the scope of MARUF21, which evaluates different approaches on urban 

services and urban government together. These countries are; Australia, Aus-

tria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, Denmark, Ecuador, 

Ethiopia, France, Gambia, Germany,  Greece, Holland, Hungary, India, Indone-

sia, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Lebanon, Lithuania, Malaysia, Mex-

ico, Moldova, North Macedonia, Norway, Palestine, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 

Russia, Scotland, Serbia, Singapore, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, 

Switzerland, Syria, USA, United Arab Emirates, Morocco, United Kingdom, Viet-

nam, and Turkey.

In MARUF21, which is one of the most comprehensive international ur-

ban forums, it is aimed to create a basis for international cooperation by em-

phasizing the importance of urban forums and international urban networks. 

MARUF strives not only to discuss the challenges cities face locally, but also to 

seek solutions to them on a global scale and to replicate good practices. For 

this purpose, contacts were made with urban forums in different continents 

and countries, in particular, the World Urban Forum (WUF), and experience 

sharing was ensured among city forums around the world. In addition, global, 

thematic and geographical international urban networks were invited to the 

forum and the learning processes of the cities were supported.  
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The success of MARUF21 is shaped by the valuable contributions of its 

stakeholders. Among the 113 partners who supported MARUF21, 78 national 

partners such as the Ministry of Environment, Urbanisation and Climate Change 

Change and the EU Presidency of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well as 35 

international partners, have a greatly contributed to the forum. Many inter-

national non-governmental organizations, universities, development agencies, 

local government associations, and urban networks such as UN-Habitat, ICLEI, 

CDP, Energy Cities, Metropolis, Eurocities, WRI, UNDP, WWF, Council of Europe 

Intercultural Cities, UITP, ALDA, and NALAS have been among the partners of 

the MARUF21. The content, speaker, and promotional contributions of interna-

tional partners have greatly increased the inclusiveness of the forum. With the 

announcement of MARUF21 by UN-Habitat, and other international partners 

through their official websites and social media accounts, many people and 

organizations interested in urban issues in various parts of the world from Eu-

rope to America, Africa to Asia participated in the forum. The contributions of 

the speakers and partners of MARUF21 from many different sectors and spe-

cialties on an international scale have made the forum very participatory and 

inclusive starting from the planning process.

4.6. ANALYSIS: THE FORUM BRINGING 
THE GLOBAL AND THE LOCAL TOGETHER

Today's world faces various social, environmental, and economic prob-

lems, in particular, the climate crisis that the modern age produces or deepens, 

along with problems that have existed since the past such as poverty, hunger, 

social inequality, and natural disasters. For years, awareness-raising activities 

have been carried out in the international arena against such problems that 

threaten the present and future of all living species, research have been car-

ried out, and policy documents and road maps have been prepared.  The most 

comprehensive of the steps, which matured over the accumulation of years, 

was taken at the United Nations General Assembly in 2015 where the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development was adopted. Within this international 

framework, which aims to transform the world into a more just, equal, prosper-

ous, green, and resilient planet and is also called the "Global Agenda", there are 

17 universal and integrated Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to guide the 

actions of societies. In its most general form, SDGs serve 5 principles: "People", 

"Planet", "Prosperity", "Peace" and "Partnership". 



412 E VA L U AT I O N

Cities, which contain 56% of the world's population, are places where 

a significant part of the ongoing environmental, economic, and social prob-

lems are produced or perpetuated. From this point of view, the efforts of local, 

national, and international organizations in cities are critical in reaching the 

SDGs. Especially within the Decade of Action we are in, these efforts need to 

be further increased. Some of the steps that will feed this process are individual 

behavior changes of institutions and individuals. On the other hand, individual 

efforts are not enough to achieve a sustainable world. The multifaceted nature 

of the objectives or sub-objectives under the SDG requires joint and coordi-

nated work, dialogue, task sharing, and cooperation between units within the 

organizations, between institutions, or between different levels of government. 

In addition to these sessions, each session of MARUF21 addressed the 

issues and related issues addressed under the SDGs. In the context of the pres-

ent report, SDG analysis was carried out based on the solutions offered by the 

speakers at the MARUF21. Within the scope of the study, each proposed solu-

tion was tried to be matched with one or more SDGs to which they contrib-

uted directly or indirectly. Some solutions are not associated with any SDGs 

because they represent a very general situation or are not covered within the 

SDG framework. As a result, a data set was created with the matching solution 

proposals and an SDG analysis of the proposed solutions was made.

According to the analysis, the goal to which the proposed solutions con-

tributed the most was SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities, with a sig-

nificant margin. In a total of 80 sessions, a solution was proposed for this goal. 

In the forum, which focuses on the responsibilities and roles of cities in its es-

sence, it is an expected result that the rate of proposed solutions for SDG 11 is 

higher. SDG 11 is followed by SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals. Similarly, it is not 

surprising that the speakers in MARUF21, which prominently encourages coop-

eration for the solution of common problems with the motto "Re-Think, Co-Act" 

and paves the way for many institutions from different sectors to establish 

dialogue and partnership, expressed their solution proposals to support SDG 

17.  After these two SDGs, the other three goals most associated with proposed 

solutions were SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions, SDG 10: Reduced 

Inequalities, and SDG 13: Climate Action (see Graph 6). 
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4.7. POINTS TO BE IMPROVED
Opening ourselves up to criticism, despite the fact that MARUF21 is held 

online and provides a wide variety of topics, it can be said that the regional dis-

tribution of the audience needs to be improved. Although the viewership rate 

from the local government area has increased compared to 2019, it is seen that 

the potential of MARUF is greater and it should be improved upon. Participants' 

more active participation in the forum is also one of the expected areas of 

improvement, as stated in the evaluations during the forum. It has been deter-

mined that the areas where more concrete solution proposals and cooperation 

opportunities are included in the forum should be multiplied and more detailed 

work should be done on this. Especially due to the conditions of the COVID-19 

pandemic, holding the forum online prevented the use of physical spaces by 

its nature, in short, the physical spread of the forum to the city could not be 

achieved. However, all these areas we have listed are the subjects we are work-

ing on to count among our achievements at the next MARUF, which will be held 

for the third time in 2023. It is understood that it is necessary to focus on post-

MARUF and inter-MARUF monitoring activities, as well as warm-up or prepara-

tion activities for MARUF, such as MARUF on the Go, especially as of this year.
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MMU PRESIDENT TAHİR 
BÜYÜKAKIN’S CLOSING SPEECH 
FOR MARUF21

MARUF21 CLOSING SESSION

3 October 2021, Sunday

Instead of giving the closing speech, actually, I want to start by saying 

"Come on, let's start again!" What I mean is that let this speech be the beginning 

of the preparations for the next MARUF starting tomorrow. Because both the 

previous MARUF and this MARUF really made a serious impact both in the ac-

ademic community and among practitioners, locally, regionally, and globally. Al-

though this meeting was only held online, I think it was a very effective meeting. 

I think more and more important results will emerge as time goes on. Perhaps it 

is necessary to mention the good and not forget about them, but it may be more 

useful to talk about the things to be done after this as is the case with such eval-

uation sessions.

Perhaps the most important shortcoming of scientific meetings is that 

everyone talks and then leaves. There is a problem with execution, there is no 

mechanism there. I actually said this in a different fashion in the opening speech. 

A series of studies should be carried out to see whether the ideas put forward 

here are implemented or not. In other words, I think that we need to create a 

mechanism for what we should do about the interesting ideas that were put 

forward after one MARUF ends and the other one starts, which ideas come to 

life, which ones don't, or what kind of actions should be taken in order to imple-

ment them. Perhaps it's worth thinking about it starting tomorrow. For example, 

a group of our academic friends can incorporate the ideas put forward here into 

different proposals within the framework of a monitoring and develop applica-

tion examples there by selecting pilot municipalities. 
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I'm speaking as a friend who was once in academia. We do a lot of work on 

our own, we do a lot of good work, but those works are as meaningful as they are 

realized at the administrative level. You can't change anything when it doesn't 

come to life. Therefore, I care more about setting up these mechanisms now. On 

the one hand, there are studies aimed at the government that have been concep-

tualized, framed, and have a philosophy underneath it. On the other side, there is 

a structure that tries to manage daily needs quickly. We need an interface. There 

should also be a study beyond the meetings where academics sit on one side of 

the table and talk about innovations in the literature from year to year, from two 

to two years, or contribute to the literature. For example, many years ago, the 

Kocaeli Metropolitan Municipality held a symposium, this was a topic in the field 

of social services. After that, it was said that this meeting should not fall apart 

and that there should be a project from the ideas put forward here. I want to 

explain what I mean in this example. It was like this; for example, there are Millen-

nium Development Goals, and infant mortality rates need to be reduced. These 

are the goals that need to be reached. It was talked about, academics talked 

about it… So what will happen? Yes, babies should not die, but what are we going 

to do? Who will do the follow-up? Or what will the municipalities do? Something 

like this happened; a procedure was established for the vaccination and preg-

nancy follow-up process, which is believed to reduce infant mortality rates in the 

last trimester of pregnancy and in the first three months after birth. Then, the 

procedure was translated into municipal language and they said that mothers 

will be given milk. But who would receive these, which mothers? Mothers in the 

last 3 months of their pregnancy and in the first 3 months after childbirth. They'll 

have to go to the Health Center. They can only receive the milk with a card and 

a receipt they received when they went to the Health Center. Thus, for example, 

an enforcement area of ​​municipalities regarding the reduction of child mortal-

ity rates has emerged. If we can do something like this, we can come together 

with our friends who preferably have master's and doctorate degrees in munic-

ipalities or with friends who are close to academia. As you know, there are also 

metropolitan mayors on our executive board and concrete examples of projects, 

proposals can be developed with their participation, and pilot projects can be 

implemented.  In this way, I think that academic studies become flesh and bone. 
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Maybe in the new period, until the next MARUF, the realization of this will be a se-

rious contribution to the Marmara Municipalities Union. This is my suggestion; if 

a group of academics, municipal bureaucrats, preferably a group of people who 

have completed a master's degree-doctorate, conduct regular workshops, the 

work there can be turned into projects. 

I would like to thank the participants who have contributed to MARUF so 

far, and to our friends who organized this event, there is a great team working in 

the back as we were just discussing Mr. Cemil. I would like to thank the professors 

who made valuable contributions in this evaluation session. I would like to thank 

the people and institutions that supported MARUF, our speakers, our young peo-

ple who took part in authentic works, and the technical team. Hopefully, in the 

time between the next two-year periods, there will be a living MARUF that spans 

all time and pioneers application development.

I thank everyone very much, I express my love and respect.
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AFTERWORD 
OR THE BEGINNING FOR RE-THINKING AND CO-ACTING

The planet is experiencing a multiple crisis situation, especially with the 

climate crisis, the health crisis, and the economic crisis…  

Crisis and conflict situations have always been experienced throughout 

history. Famine, exclusion, hunger, war, and inequality, are not problems we are 

facing for the first time. However, perhaps at no time in history has there been 

a period when the possibilities for eliminating crises were so abundant, yet they 

were not used/unavailable. 

From the level of education to the technological progress, from the abun-

dance of capital to the increase in production, there is progress/proliferation 

with an increasing speed and intensity in almost every field. With the lessons 

learned from the two world wars, international institutions and cooperation net-

works have been established in which almost all countries are members, both to 

prevent conflicts and to support development and progress. These cooperation 

networks between states have also been established and spread among cities 

since the middle of the 20th century, and cooperation opportunities have de-

veloped between cities in cultural, social, economic, and environmental fields, 

especially in sister city relations.

However, neither progress in these areas, nor international and inter-city 

networks and institutions have been able to develop sufficiently effective solu-

tions. Although total production and financial capital have increased tremen-

dously, income inequality has not decreased, on the contrary, it has increased. 

Despite the existence of international institutions, crimes against humanity con-

tinued to be committed, tens of millions of people were displaced as refugees, 

discrimination, hostility and exclusion emerged in different forms, and the imbal-

ance between cities and regions could not be resolved.

In addition to the opportunities offered by the city, serious, widespread 

and sophisticated problems continue, from climate change to air pollution, from 

discrimination to segregation of urban space, from the pollution of natural re-

sources such as air-water-soil to security risks and increase in poverty. It is obvi-
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ous that a clean, safe, healthy, and pluralistic urban life is gaining more and more 

vital importance. Moreover, with the COVID-19 pandemic, we are faced with a 

deep, comprehensive, widespread, and long-lasting upheaval that could not 

have been imagined before.

In addition, it is clear that the existing methods, government systems, and 

paradigms cannot develop an inclusive, fair, and egalitarian solution that is ac-

ceptable for large segments of society.

In addition to the opportunities offered by globalization, the fact that risks 

such as pandemics and technological threats are effective quickly and in a wide 

range of areas necessitates new ways of thinking, planning, governing, and new 

methods. 

	 Issues that directly affect the quality of life such as public space, public 

health, urban technologies, informal sector worker, welfare state practices, im-

migrants and refugees, economic, social, and environmental sustainability, food 

and water, and the psychological difficulties of being forced to stay at home 

during the pandemic, need to be re-examined from other perspectives.

At its core, MARUF strives for a free individual, productive institutions, re-

sponsible government, competent local governments, democratic and inclusive 

institutions, quality life, responsible production and consumption, fair division, 

healthy and protected environment, safe and lively living spaces.

In this context, MARUF21 expresses the search for solutions for the suc-

cess of inclusive, healthy, innovative, creative, resilient and sustainable cities with 

the theme of “Re-think, Co-act”.

Since the Industrial Revolution, notions such as economies of scale, in-

creased production, unlimited consumption, the quest to dominate nature, and 

the race to become strong had their benefits, however, they have also been the 

cause of many problems that we face today. For this reason, we invite humanity 

to stop and think again, breathe, question, act together and take responsibility 

for other lives and future generations, and we make a loud call to everyone:

RE-THINK, CO-ACT!

Dr. M. Cemil Arslan 
MMU Secretary General

MARUF General Coordinator
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Please visit the link for 
digital and full version of the report:

mbb.bb/maruf21report

Please visit the link for 
session videos:

mbb.bb/sessionsvideo

http://mbb.bb/maruf21report
http://mbb.bb/sessionsvideo



